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Introduction
A play and drama is a literature work that may portray non-fictional or fictional incidents written in dialogue. Dramas may be staged on stage or in films. This kind of work carries the message through the dramatization or dialogue between characters. Plays are built on anticipations and tension that arise among the audience. This develops a desire to want to know what will happen next. Drama includes melodrama, tragedy, comedy, farce, docudrama, and opera (Storey & Allan 2014). Drama is characterized by plot, characters, thought (themes), verbal expression (diction), song and spectacle. These elements are essential in plays as they help to derive the message contained in the plays. 
Plot
Drama has existed for a long time. Aristotle identified the first aspect of drama as plot. The plot is the follow of events in a work of literature. The plot narrates the play's storyline, and thus it connects one event to the next event or one action to the next. The plot usually takes the form of cause-effect when narrating the storyline. The plot is created in five stages: exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution. During the exposition stage, the storyline begins and prepares the audience for the upcoming events. In this stage of the storyline, characters can be described. The second part of the plot is the rising action. This introduces the central conflict in the play, and the protagonist carries it out. As the storyline unfolds, a climax is reached where a solution should be found. This marks the turning point of the conflict. In the climax, the protagonist may be in a dilemma and decide whether good or bad. In the plot's falling stage, details of the effects of the protagonist's choices are revealed. This move on until a solution is made at the resolution stage. A straightforward plot makes plays easy to understand, yet complex plots may make plays challenging to understand. In the TV show, empire, luscious is diagnosed with a killer disease, and he has to choose one of his sons to take over the leadership of his company. His former wife and co-founder of the record label is released from prison and is determined to take what she termed as her rightful place in the company.  
Character
Characters are essential in any work of literature. A character is any creature used by the playwright that performs particular actions to advance the play's plot. These creatures can be people, animals, or supernatural beings. Characters perform the activities in the play and pass the message intended. Most plays use a couple of characters, but a play can have one character and still be complete. The main character in a play is called a protagonist, while the one opposing the protagonist is known as an antagonist. Other characters include; villain characters, round character, foil character, and stock character (Eberle 2014). The essential character in a play is the protagonists as they carry the play's central message. Lucious Lyon, Cookie, Hakeem, Andre, and Jamal Lyon are the series's main characters in the empire TV series.  
Thought (theme)
Another essential element of a play is the message or themes contained in the play. Every playwright has a specific message he/she wants to pass to society. The theme in a play is the main message that the writer intends to give. Plays can contain a single theme, but mostly plays include multiple themes. Themes in plays are mainly vices in the society or any aspect of life, for example, sibling rivalry as portrayed in the empire TV series. The three sons to Lucious Lyon and Cookie Lyon should impress their father, and as the series unfolds, the rivalry among them intensifies. Other themes include war, crossed love, an antagonist with good intentions and guilt for criminal activities. 
Verbal expression (diction)
Any work of literature use language to communicate its events. The language used in play can be verbal or non-verbal. Through the scripts, the playwright designs the language in a way that appeals to the audience. Verbal language involves the use of words that may include verbs, nouns, adjectives, and pronouns. Also, it may involve the use of similes, idioms, and proverbs (Belfiore 2014). In the empire series, the actors use words like "bae" to refer to their love partner (lover). The same word is used as an antonym of "before anyone else." Hakeem says, "it's all for you, bae," referring to Camilla in season one. 
Spectacle
Aristotle used the term spectacle to mean memorable performance and displays in a play. Actors use spectacle to make the drama or play appealing to the audience and make it memorable. Although spectacles have no significant impact on plays, they make the plays more understandable and add taste. In the empire series, spectacle scenes appear when Cookie destroys Lucious pictures and smashed him with a crump. Also, it appears when Hakeem betrays his father, Lucious.  
Song
Songs are short poems or musical phrases that are used in plays and drama. Though they are included in plays, playwrights can have songs in plays to show express his/her skills in using language. As such, they are used as an art of language. Also, they can be used to express feelings and convey messages. Besides, they add taste in play and drama. Musical tunes can also be used instead of the actual song. The empire use songs like Live in the Moment by Jussie Smollett, My Own Thang, Last, Snitch Bitch, and Walk Out on Me. 
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